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of true Christian humiliation, of which it is the very
essence to feel the burden of sin, and to long to be
released from it: nor let two things be confounded,
than which none can be more fundamentally dif-
ferent, the allowed want of universality in our de-
termination and endeavour to obey the will of God,
and that defective accomplishment of our purposes,
which even the best of men will too often find reason
to deplore. In the persons of whom we have been
now speaking, the unconcern with which they can
amuse themselves upon the borders of sin, and the
easy familiarity with which they can actually dally
with it in its less offensive shapes, show plainly that,
distinctly from its consequences, it is by no means
the object of their aversion ; that there is no love of
holiness as such ; no endeavour to acquire it, no care
to prepare the soul for the reception of this divine
principle, and to expel or keep under whatever
might be likely to obstruct its entrance, or dispute
its sovereignty.
It is indeed a most lamentable consequence of the
practice of regarding religion as a com-
Awfheref' potion Of statutes, and not as an internal
feat—reh-    " .    . ,      ,,    ,   .,*	,     ,
'yion placed principle, that it soon comes to be con-
in external sidered as being conversant about external
actiom raster than about habits of mind.
This sentiment sometimes has even the
hardiness to insinuate and maintain itself
under the guise of extraordinary concern for practical
religion; but it soon discovers the falsehood of this
pretension, and betrays its real nature. The expe-
dient indeed of attaining to superiority in practice
by not wasting any of the attention on the internal
principles from which alone practice can flow, is
aoout as reasonable, and will answer about as well,
as the economy of the architect, who should account

